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Currently, we are privileged to work with 50 Student Coordinators who
serve and share about Jesus with their classmates every week in their
University Group Bible Studies. Throughout the year there has been an
average of 30 University Groups proclaiming the gospel and exploring
scripture with an average of 187 students participating each week on 25
university campuses in 12 cities throughout the country. Through new
contacts who have participated in online workshops during quarantine,
four new University Groups have been planted in the cities of Tena,
Latacunga, Guayaquil and Milagro. Three groups of Professionals/Alumni
continue to meet regularly and 75 profesionales participated in a
national online event. We thank God for our Graduate Volunteers who
have joined with local student groups to help the ministry with their time
and gifts. We also celebrate the growth and impact of the Faith and Art
Dialogue spaces. We have been able to respond with compassion to
physical needs of students with food packs and their pastoral needs by
walking alongside many students and graduates impacted by COVID.
With creativity and constancy we have shared and served through over
30 weekly national online spaces which have included celebrations,
prayer times and workshops.

In the midst of these dif�cult times, it is a great joy to share that CECE
has continued to serve with , , and to
share in the universities.

compassion creativity constancy 
Christ 

This message, given by Moses to the people of Israel and given to us in the book
of Deuteronomy, has been central in guiding our re�ection and mission as CECE
throughout 2020. We have explored what it means to remember, love, listen to
and choose life as disciples of Jesus in the University and in our workplaces. 2020
has been a very challenging year: the local and global impact of COVID-19, the
extended time of quarantine, the loss of loved ones, a deep economic crisis, the
change to online study, the negative impact to relational and mental health for
many people.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.” 

Deuteronomy 6:5-6

Words from Our National Director

This fruitful work has not occurred by itself. While university students are at the
heart of mission, there are other members of the CECE team who sacri�cially
contribute so this witness can take place. Here I must mention the National
Board, the Staff Team, the National Student Committee, the Communication
Team and our Ministry Partners and supporting churches. Thank you for being
part of reaching the University with the gospel. Thank you for being CECE de
Corazón!

Ruth Hicks 
CECE National Director
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University Group Bible Studies

Ministry to University Students

The heart of CECE’s mission is to proclaim, disciple, and send out in service. In the following
section, we will share the different spaces and ways we do this as a community.

University Group Bible Studies are a central part and the core of mission in universities. They
are small groups of students that share about Jesus through life in community, acts of
service, and weekly investigative Bible studies.

Currently, we have an
average of 30 University
Group Bible Studies
meeting in 25 universities
throughout 12 cities in
Ecuador with about 187
students participating every
week. This year we explored
the books of Deuteronomy
and Luke through Bible
studies. Due to the
pandemic, all meetings
have been virtual since
March, but we have seen a
transformative impact in
the lives of Christian and
non-Christian students who
attend consistently.
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Breaking New Ground

“During the study of
Deuteronomy, I have learned
the importance of obedience
and love. I liked it a lot because
it is like a guide for life, with
promises, rebukes, and
warnings. It has helped me to
remember and get on the right
track.”

— María Villamagua, student
from Loja

Another way of proclaiming the gospel has
been through workshops organized by each
University Group Bible Study with the goal
of responding to the speci�c needs of their
classmates. Some topics groups have
reviewed are  and

. These
workshops allow us to share the love of God
in very practical ways and strengthen
friendships and community. Other
workshops focused on proclaiming the
gospel during our experience of COVID, for
example,  and 

.

Tips for Successful Study
Living with the Black Cloud

Purposeful Conversations Tips
for Self-care during Quarantine

A very important part of
proclamation, discipleship and service
occurs within our Pioneer Groups,
which are University Group Bible
Studies on new campuses or
universities. Although working with
Pioneer Groups has always been a
part of CECE's DNA, we have seen
increased growth thanks to the
guidance and coordination of Staff
Worker, Guadalupe Muñoz, who
began serving in a national role
focused on Pioneer Groups earlier this
year.



CECE Annual Report 2020

Page 5

“I had always wanted to be a part of a Christian group where I could open up and be
around others with the same desire for the Word. For a few reasons, I had to change
universities, which led me to Tena, and in this hectic moment in my life I heard about
CECE and its work in the University. Now, being able to be part of Tena’s Pioneer Group is
a true blessing. This has allowed me, once again, to see God's work in my life.”

— Daniela Chávez, student from Tena

National Student Committee (CNE)

National workshops and social
media contacts have been key to
connecting with new students. We
developed a series of six workshops
to train students interested in
planting a new University Group
Bible Study, which have been well-
received and have allowed for the
development of Student
Coordinators committed to
facilitating these new groups.
Despite the challenges of virtual
ministry, we have seen it as a gift
from God to be able to plant new
groups and, as a result, surpass our
goal of establishing three Pioneer
Groups per year, planting a total of
four in 2020. You will �nd a list of
current Pioneer Groups in the
following table.

CECE and IFES’ ministerial philosophy is
students reaching students. We believe in
the formation and discipleship of leaders.
The National Student Committee (CNE) is
the space for student representation and
participation at a national level, a space for
leadership and service. These students work
on the content for and facilitation of our
National Camp, national events and other
discipleship spaces. The CNE met every two
weeks via Zoom and had two virtual retreats
this year.

We want to thank and recognize our 2020 CNE members: Jaritza Aráuz, Kevin Granda,
Gladys Chimborazo, Nicolle Herrera, Johanna Chele, Paula Torres, David Vera, Tatiana Vera,
Eduardo Gutiérrez and Debbi Pesántez.
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National Camp
Our National Camp was held from March 4th to 8th in Manglaralto with 118 participants, 24
of them professionals and 20% new students. We also had various students from Pioneer
Groups present this year.

"Every day I was at the Camp, God showed me something different from my past,
something that had to be healed, overcome, and dealt with to move forward. In the
mornings, when I went out for a run, I thought, what will God have to say to me today?
With that question, I attended the Tell your story workshop. I never imagined how
meaningful it is to tell the story of how God came into your life and, in my case, the story
of how God revived my life. I feel challenged to tell my story to others, the story of the Lord
telling me: 'I am here and I will remain with you.'"

— Marcelo López, student from Quito

“By serving in the CNE, I have learned to
appreciate CECE’s work in the various
cities, where it ful�lls a very important
role, and I have learned a lot about the
behind-the-scenes work necessary to
carry out our mission with university
students.”

— Tatiana Vera, student from Quito

The goal of National Camp is to strengthen the missionary capacities of university students to
live out, share, and dialogue the gospel of Jesus Christ where they study. Throughout the
book of Deuteronomy and using the question, "What do you choose?", we shared �ve days
together of devotionals, plenaries, workshops and worship, as well as games and community
activities. This year, the Bible expositions were shared by two students, two Staff, and a guest,
Ben Carswell, the National Director of TSCF (IFES, New Zealand). We were able to see
increased interaction of students from different cities, which has greatly strengthened the
sense of community at the national level. We appreciate the excellent work of the CNE, Staff
Team, and our expositors.



CECE Annual Report 2020

Page 7

Faith and Art Dialogue
The Faith and Art Dialogue space began four years
ago during the “Responding to the Word” segment
and several forums during National Camp. The main
objective is to become familiar with and explore the
dialogue between art and faith, and thus, re�ect the
character of our creator God.

During 2020, we have explored topics including: the
work of creating, the vocation of the artist, art and
social justice, a virtual visit to museums, and a rich
dialogue with the text of Deuteronomy in two art
exhibitions: one at National Camp and another in a
virtual format. Some achievements include: the
integration of new students interested in exploring
faith through art, offering a place to process the
painful experiences of COVID, modeling dialogue
between art and the biblical text, and the
interaction of around 25-30 participants in the
monthly meetings. The challenge ahead is to further
integrate art in the evangelistic and discipleship
areas of CECE.

Weekly National Space
This space is a national effort that arose during the �rst weeks of quarantine in the country
and grew during April with our CECE de Corazón initiative. Due to the excellent response in
participation, every Wednesday night a national gathering was offered including prayer
spaces, celebrations, Faith and Art Dialogue, and workshops. We have had 18 workshops
throughout the year covering topics such as: 

 and . These
workshops developed key elements such as: Bible, prayer, mental health, ministry skills, and
the Faith and Arts Dialogue. The workshops have evangelistic, service, and discipleship
objectives. Below, you can review a table which gives details about this weekly space.

A Passion for Learning, In Times of Corona and
Quarantine, Tips for Time Management, Lament and Grief, Con�ict Resolution



CECE Annual Report 2020

Page 8

We thank the Lord for the fruit seen as a result of this initiative, including: the planting of
CECE groups in new cities, the strengthening of University Group Bible Studies, and the
connection to new students and professionals. Over 100 people have given their contact
information to become actively involved with CECE since May.

CECE de Corazón
This year, in April, we developed a new national initiative, CECE de Corazón (Wholeheartedly
CECE). Throughout the month, we connected via weekly workshops, two celebratory events,
and testimonies shared on social networks with the purpose of celebrating CECE’s
anniversary and making four areas of ministry visible: Mission in the University, Staff Team,
Pioneer Groups, and the CECE House.

"For me, the CECE workshops have been
a guide to re�ect on what is happening.
They have allowed me to keep my hope
in the right place, in God, and only then
change internally and take another
step."

— Josselyn Ayuy, student from Quito

Liturgy Workshop

We hope that this event will become an annual one,
especially when we can celebrate it in-person. We thank
God for this initiative that helped us reconnect with our
community, reach thousands of new people throughout the
month, and establish spaces for discipleship, evangelism,
and service during the �rst weeks of quarantine. We
encourage you to learn more about all CECE de Corazón
meant through .the playlist on our YouTube channel

In June, we had 35 individuals participating
in our Liturgy Workshop with the theme:
"Songs of Lament and Hope". Together we
explored the importance of lament from the
biblical text as an essential part of living out
faith in the midst of a crisis.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_GlggQkTajN8QYlwjqqBtZ4lH3GTE4ha
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InterVarsity Virtual Visit

On September 4th and 5th, 90 Student Coordinators (25 new), Graduate Volunteers, and the
Staff Team participated in EFE. The event title was: “Nurturing the Heart of the Student
Leader”. Through Zoom, we shared plenaries and workshops to strengthen CECE identity
and our sense of community in mission. We explored the leadership of Moses, mental health
issues, healthy relationships, and ministry skills such as planning and facilitating University
Group Bible Studies. We also participated in community spaces including art, cooking,
exercise, and games. Students were trained and challenged to carry out the mission in their
own universities.

The InterVarsity/USA Global Programs
initiative, "We are IFES", organized virtual
visits to student movements to learn about
the reality and ways of doing ministry
around the world. CECE hosted two virtual
meetings on July 8th and 10th. It was a time
of sharing stories of mission and
encouraging each other in the faith through
testimonies, prayer, and music. For us,
student exchanges (even virtually) are a way
to strengthen relationships with sister
movements and thus, to learn more about
IFES.

"InterVarsity's visit was very useful to
make it known that CECE is part of an
international movement and that we
are very active, even during a pandemic.
It was very good for everyone to share
testimonies and meet new students. In
addition, it was important to look at the
situation in another country and pray
together."

— Tommy Proaño, student from Quito

National Student Leader Formation Event (EFE)

"One of the most relevant topics for me was “Tools for the mission.” I learned more
about the vision of this group of Christian students for the proclamation of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Now I can see my context in a new way, in which I can be an
in�uential disciple of Jesus in my university. It was my �rst time attending EFE, and I
can assure you that God nurtured my heart from beginning to end."

— Juan Andrade, student from Milagro
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As CECE, we organized a national celebration and participated in a prayer night with the
Andean sub-region (Colombia, Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador), with about 160 participants. Some
University Group Bible Studies connected with other IFES movements to learn about the
context of mission in different countries. Others, in their weekly meetings, devoted time to
pray for their universities, for Ecuador, and for the mission in universities around the world.
We are always encouraged to belong to this great family.

Every year, in October, we participate in World Student Day, which brings together our global
movement to celebrate what God is doing in the world's universities through IFES. On this
day, we pray for each other and for the needs and opportunities of the coming year. The 2020
theme was " ." COVID-19 has impacted the educational context for everyone. It
has changed the shape of our mission, but not its heart.

Far and Near

Fondotón changed its presentation, but not its heart. Fondotón From Home was held on
Saturday, November 14, with 145 registered participants, and 120 participants connected
during the live event. Students, professionals, Staff Workers, families, and Ministry Partners
connected via Zoom for an hour of exercise, stretching, dance, and nutritional tips.

World Student Day

Fondotón 2021: Fondotón From Home

Preparing for Fondotón From Home, we had a series of nine challenges in our
#FondotonChallenge through TikTok and Instagram. We saw great interaction on social
media and the excitement of our students as they completed and shared the challenges. We
reached more than 15,000 views on Instagram Reels with this initiative.

The goal was to raise $1,000, and God provided $1,200! We were very encouraged by this
virtual fundraising experiment and we praise the Lord for His provision. If you are interested
in giving toward the Fondotón From Home initiative, there is still time! To make your
donation, you can follow the steps in the “ ” section of this Report. All the
offerings help provide resources and training in evangelism and discipleship throughout the
year. Thank you so much for taking part!

Partner with Us
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"In this year of changes, Fondotón
meant hope, in word and action. At the
same time, it was the reassuring
presence that we are God's people and
that His work never ends."

— Andrea Escobar, student from Quito

Ministry to Professionals/Alumni
In order to explore the relationship between faith and work from the Scriptures, we have
continued to work with professionals. Three groups have met weekly or biweekly in Quito,
Riobamba and Guayaquil, with an average of 26 participants. Materials such as: 

and have been reviewed. In order to keep connected with Local
Groups through concrete support, we appreciate the constant presence of professionals in
local and national activities such as celebrations, prayer times, national workshops, Fondotón,
etc.

Where is God
on Monday?, They will have new strength, Boundaries, Community life, Letters to Malcolm,

Studies from John’s Gospel 

"My time in CECE when I was a student
marked my life. I am very glad because I
have seen the Lord's faithfulness with my
classmates and now, as a professional,
after many years, I am able to meet
them again, virtually. It was always my
wish to be in the professionals group.
However, activities at work, time, and
distance were a problem. During these
months, the Lord resolved all of this and
since I started to meet with the
professionals, it has been very edifying.
God is always instructing us and
renewing our understanding, and what
better way to do it than in community?"

— Soraya Estévez, professional from
Quito
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National Event for Professionals/Alumni

We are very glad that this year we were able
to organize the �rst National Virtual Event
for Professionals titled: "The heart of the
disciple in professional life", which took place
virtually on Friday, July 31st and Saturday,
August 1st. The program featured a plenary
session, devotional, group activities, and
workshops with the following topics: Social
transformation: The role of a believer in
public space, Recovering Life’s rhythms,
Caring for relational health in times of
COVID-19, and Entrepreneurship at
Kingdom service. Here are two summary
tables of the 72 participants:

"Sabbath and work are not opposites, they are related as an integral whole". As
professionals, we know that dealing with daily events is not an easy task. However, this
event encouraged us even more to love others with the love of Jesus Christ, and above all,
the event opened our hearts to serve His Kingdom. We encourage all future professionals
to not lose heart and continue proclaiming the gospel from wherever we are."

— Luis y Geovanna Flores, professionals from Quito
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Graduate Volunteers

We are very grateful for the service of 15 Graduate Volunteers in 4 cities: Leidy Marín, Jemima
Vallejo, Nathaly Chamba, Diego España, Miguel Peña�el, Karolyne Saltos, Diana Cortés,
Mariuxi Baque, María José Cedeño, Ginger Salazar, Félix Pozo, Edison Vasquéz, Jeremy
Guaña, Sara Terán, Angie Defáz, Carolina Cevallos  and Raquel Chinchin.

Staff Team
We want to recognize the effective and consistent pastoral work of our CECE Staff Team:
Julia Henrich (Riobamba), Cristina Chiluiza (Ambato), William Murillo, Guadalupe Muñoz,
Lizandro Bravo, Glenda Medina (Guayaquil), Jouseth Moya, Brett Schaffner, Ruth Tobar,
Andrea Utreras, Adrián Coral, Daniel Castillo, Wendy Panchi (Quito) and Carlos Ruiz (Loja).

We would like to thank a group of Graduate Volunteers who have given part of their time
and gifts for the bene�t of Local Groups. The objective of having these volunteers has been to
strengthen the Staff Team in their labor of accompanying and sustaining new University
Groups’ growth. This group of volunteers received six training workshops and have helped
with speci�c tasks such as accompanying University Group Bible Studies and coordinating
the Professionals/Alumni Groups.

The Staff Team meetings every two weeks and two virtual annual retreats have been
important spaces to nourish the team. This year, Lizandro Bravo, Glenda Medina and Wendy
Panchi joined our Staff Team as Junior Staff. Our Staff Worker Carlos Ruiz is on temporary
leave due to his wife’s health issues. In the midst of the extra challenges, our Staff Team’s
dedication and service have been important in sustaining campus ministry.
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Communications Team
We are thankful for the constant and creative work of our National Communications Team.
The core team is: Brett Schaffner, Ruth Tobar, Daniel Macías and Martín Utreras. This team
has maintained weekly meetings as well as a monthly meeting with the larger Comms
Support Team as well as two annual virtual retreats. Some of the important roles this team
manages in our internal and external communications are: periodic website updates,
management of our social networks, the implementation of Workplace to optimize CECE’s
internal communication, as well as the monthly Info CECE Liderazgo and quarterly Info
CECE Socios de Misión newsletters.

Our presence on social
networks has seen a
noticeable increase this
year, which is one of the
factors that has helped us
reach new students during
quarantine. This is thanks to
the constant and creative
work of the
Communications Team. In
the following table you can
see some of the numerous
projects the
Communications Team
managed this year and in
the following graphics you
can see the growth in our
various social networks.
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National Board
The National Board guides and ensures institutional governance. The Board is composed of
ten members chosen at our General Assembly; also participating in the National Board are
the National Director and two student representatives from the CNE. The National Board
oversees our ministerial, administrative and organizational health, meeting quarterly and
maintaining constant communication between members and with the National Director to
provide support, accompaniment and supervision in the advancement of our mission in the
universities of Ecuador.

This year, the impacts of COVID-19 have caused challenges in terms of the communication,
coordination and care of our organization. The current situation has required University
Group Bible Studies, Student Coordinators, Staff, National Director and National Board to
continue working using virtual resources, with all the demands and stresses this brings. In
this context, caring for each person that is a part of our community is a priority and the
National Board has taken necessary steps to overcome the challenges our current reality
presents. As such, the Board has continuously supported the ministry with timely decisions
facilitating the proclamation of the gospel in such extraordinary times.

Global Partners & Interinstitutional
Relationships
We are thankful for the opportunity to have various strategic partnerships helping us carry
out our ministry. In the following table you will �nd a list of our interinstitutional relationships.
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CECE is a part of the IFES international family which serves university students in more than
160 countries throughout the world. We are very thankful to participate in a movement like
IFES in 2020. We have received direct support for Pioneer Groups through a fund set up for
these efforts. Also, various Staff and students have bene�ted from in-person and virtual
training, such as: IFES Europe FEUER Evangelism training, Engaging the Scriptures IFES
forum, Connecting with the University virtual modules, and the regional Staff Training Event
(EFO).

Finances
We praise the Lord for His provision through our Ministry Partners who give and pray to
sustain our missional work to reach university students.

God has been faithful to provide for the
ministry during 2020. Thank you for your
generosity!

Note: Income and expenses re�ect amounts
from January to October 2020.
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We are so grateful for your support and interest in the mission of sharing the gospel of Jesus
Christ to every university in Ecuador. A Ministry Partner is someone who commits to pray for
and/or give to the ministry of CECE. There are various ways you can become a Ministry
Partner: the �rst way is to pray and receive monthly ministry updates and prayer requests
from our Staff Workers; the second way is through �nancially supporting the ministry; and
the third is through advocacy, inviting others to take part in our mission on campus. If you are
interested in giving a �nancial gift to CECE, there are two ways to give:

Partner with Us

 For the consolidation of our Pioneer Groups.
 For the transition and renovation of our Staff Team.
 For suf�cient �nancial resources to grow and continue our mission on campus.
 For the initiative of each student and professional to share the gospel with others.
 For Ecuador, with the challenges the impact COVID-19 has caused and the upcoming
presidential elections.

CECE
Banco del Pací�co
Cuenta corriente 518191-7
RUC 1791786343001

After giving, please send an email to  to con�rm your gift.cece@somoslacece.com

Prayer Requests
We invite you to join us in prayer for the following needs:

1. Directly to CECE's bank account using the following information:

2. Via the IFES giving portal. You can do this by going to , clicking on
“National Movement”, searching for “Ecuador” and entering your gift for “student ministry in
Ecuador”.

https://give.ifesworld.org/

mailto:cece@somoslacece.com
https://give.ifesworld.org/
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Ruth Hicks
CECE National Director

We look toward the new year with hope and we launch into the
adventure of exploring together 2021’s book of the year: Acts of the
Apostles, with the theme: Interwoven by the Spirit, sent into mission.
We will get to know and learn from the small communities
empowered by the Holy Spirit who were sent to cross geographic,
cultural and ethnic boundaries to share the good news. We invite
you to join this community, interwoven, empowered and sent by the
Holy Spirit, to share the gospel in the midst of the current
challenges. Welcome to being a part of this story of mission during
2021!

2020 has been a year like no other, with much pain and uncertainty,
but also with opportunities. We have journeyed with the book of
Deuteronomy which has shaped and transformed our hearts, and will
continue to do so. Some of the questions we will continue to re�ect on
are: How can we nurture a heart that will remember, love, listen, and
choose life? How do we love God from our particular place of study or
work?

Vision for the Future

We have discovered and learnt a lot through the text in relation to
how to live as a community throughout COVID and that God's law
was given with the intention of protecting and promoting the life and
wellbeing of the whole community, as well as the individual. We are
thankful for God’s faithfulness which has allowed us to serve with
compassion, creativity and constancy, sharing Christ in the
universities and workplaces of Ecuador.




